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Much is made nowadays concerning the downturn in church environment.  Why is it 
that the church seems to have so little relevance with so many?  One of the problems 
may be a lack of understanding concerning the benefits of the church.  Kent Hughes 
has said, “Personally, the doctrine of the Church ought to tell us that we are part of the 
grandest institution the universe has ever known, and that we are tragically diminished 
by non-participation in Christ's Body.  Correspondingly, the church is diminished by our 
non-participation as well.  You and I need the church!”   When one commits to be a 1

part of a local congregation, numerous rewards are gained.  In what follows, we will 
consider five benefits of being a part of a local congregation.


EQUIPPING 
Equipping is one of the foremost rewards of church membership.  When you think of 
that concept, your mind might be drawn to the word “equipment.”  Perhaps thoughts 
about camping or traveling come to mind.  Setting out on an excursion into the 
wilderness makes certain items necessary.  A trip to the beach has its own 
requirements.

	 Similar realities exist in the spiritual realm.  To play our respective parts in 
Christ’s mission, we need certain spiritual equipment.  We must be consistently 
equipped with the right tools, so that we can adequately do Christ’s work.  Paul spoke 
of this when writing to the Ephesians.  In detailing the nature of the church, he said, 
“And he himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body 
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12).  

	 When the apostle wrote the above words, he was concerned with the proper 
functioning of the church.  He knew there was a level of discord amongst the church at 
Ephesus.  Jewish believers were looking down on Gentile believers.  The former were 
treating the latter as if they were second class citizens within the church.  Paul wanted 
everyone to know that they were one in Christ.  Each had equal access to God and 
each had a role to play in the body of Christ.  He expressed this in chapter 2 by saying, 
“But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ…He did this so that he might reconcile both to God in one body through the 
cross by which he put the hostility to death” (Ephesians 2:13-16).

	 One of Paul’s chief aims in writing his letter was to stress the unification of two 
groups of people within the church.  He elaborated on this further in Ephesians 2:20 by 
speaking of the way the church was “built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.”  Using terminology from the 
ancient world of construction, the apostle likened the church to a building that had 
been built.  

	 According to Paul, the foundation of the church was established upon the 
cornerstone of Jesus.  In the ancient world, such a stone was placed at the corner of a 
building’s structure.  It was the first element placed in the ground before securing a firm 
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foundation.  Paul’s language upheld the truth that Jesus was “the head of the church” 
(Colossians 1:18) and “the chief shepherd” (1 Peter 5:4).  Christ is to have the 
prominence and prestige in every local congregation.  

 	 Apart from the cornerstone of Christ, the Lord also built His church on the 
ministry of “the apostles and prophets.”  Why did Paul mention such individuals?  The 
answer is simple — the prophets represented the Old Testament age and the apostles 
represented the New Testament age.  Paul’s intent was to emphasize the oneness of 
Jews and Gentiles in the church.  

	 The apostle would later mention both apostles and prophets again in Ephesians 
4:11, a verse I referenced earlier.  In doing so, he paired them with “evangelists…
pastors and teachers.”  Evangelists can be thought of as fulfilling the same function as 
modern missionaries.  Pastors are the ministry leaders within local congregations.  In 
putting all of these individuals together, Paul said they existed to “equip the saints for 
the work of ministry.”

	 The ministry of prophets and apostles ceased once Scripture was fully and 
finally delivered.  However, the ministry of missionaries and pastors goes on.  Why do 
such individuals serve within the church?  Are they called to be the only ones who do 
ministry?  No.  The word Paul used for “equip” was a significant one.  It was used in 
the first-century medical world for the act of setting of a bone.  In regard to spiritual 
things, it conveyed the idea of one being made completely prepared through a process 
of spiritual training.	 So, we could say church leaders exist to thoroughly train and 
prepare the church laity.

	 What do church members need to be trained for?  Paul gave us a rather 
straight-forward answer — “the work of ministry.”  Note that ministers aren’t called to 
do ministry alone.  They are called and commissioned to equip the entire church to do 
ministry.

	 This leads us back to our discussion on the rewards of church membership.  By 
being an active part of a local church you are blessed with this thing called 
“equipping.”  Your participation in worship, fellowship, and discipleship has a way of 
building you up so that you can do your part in the work of ministry.  Everyone needs 
learning, strengthening, and equipping in order to represent Christ well.  Each needs to 
gain knowledge and skills.  There is not a Christian who is naturally supplied with the 
spiritual equipment necessary for witnessing and making disciples.  Through the 
ministries of the church, one receives the equipping he or she needs.


ENCOURAGEMENT 
The author of Hebrews wrote to first-century believers who, like the Ephesians, faced a 
tenuous situation.  Their problem surrounded Judaism as well; however, the problem 
was a bit different than the one at Ephesus.  The Ephesians were discriminating against 
Gentile church members, insinuating that such people were second-class church 
members.  The Hebrews, on the other hand, were making the Mosaic Law a 
requirement for the Christian life and church membership.  It is for this reason the 
author of Hebrews said, “For this reason, we must pay attention all the more to what 
we have heard, so that we will not drift away.  For if the message spoken through 
angels was legally binding, and every transgression and disobedience received a just 



punishment, how will we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?” (Hebrews 
2:1-3).

	 Different perspectives concerning the gospel caused great conflict amongst the 
Hebrews.  As a result, some were walking away from the church.  When it came time 
for Lord’s Day worship (Matthew 28:1; 1 Corinthians 16:1; Revelation 1:10), a good 
number decided to not show up.  Maybe some didn’t want to experience the 
awkwardness of conflict.  Perhaps others, in their zeal for the Law of Moses, had 
reverted to worshipping on the old Sabbath — Saturday.  Whatever the case, a 
substantial part of the church was guilty of “neglecting to gather together.”  The author 
of Hebrews remarked that some were “in the habit” of not meeting on the Lord’s Day 
(Hebrews 10:25).  

	 We talked about Hebrews 10:24-25 and the meaning of the words “neglecting” 
and “habit” earlier in our study.  For now, let’s focus on a word that followed those 
terms.  In verse 25, the author of Hebrews encouraged his readers to keep meeting for 
the purpose of "encouraging each other.”  The original language of the New Testament 
employed a compound word that roughly meant “to call along side.”  In the context of 
the letter to the Hebrews, it conveyed the act of calling upon someone to do 
something.  It meant “to exhort” or "to admonish.”  

	 In our nomenclature, “encouragement” often refers to the act of cheering 
someone up.  The idea in Hebrews 10:25 involved more than that.  It also included the 
acts of challenging, instructing, and urging others to fulfill their duties and 
responsibilities.  Earlier in his letter, the author of Hebrews similarly challenged his 
readers regarding this issue.  He said, “But encourage each other daily, while it is still 
called today, so that none of you is hardened by sin’s deception” (Hebrews 3:13).  In 
light of all of the confusion amongst his readers, the author knew they needed a revival 
of one of the most basic purposes of the church — encouragement.

	 We, like the Hebrews, regularly need reminders regarding why we get together 
with God’s people.  This is a reward of church membership — encouragement!  
Believers need to be cheered up and cheered on as they seek to walk with Christ and 
witness for Christ.  

	 Some of my best memories from High School involve football.  Though I didn’t 
play the sport, I loved Friday nights.  The cool fall air, rivalries, and fun with friends are 
some of my favorite memories.  I also really enjoyed the pep rallies before big games.  
Our student body would normally gather within our High School gym.  One of the long-
tenured coaches was famous for leading chants.  We had songs we would sing and 
slogans we would yell.  At some point, the entire football team would stand in the 
middle of the student body.  Freshman, Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors alike would 
cheer the team on, seeking to pump them up for the battle that awaited on the gridiron.

	 I don’t mean to minimize the meeting of God’s people, nor do I want to put it on 
the same level as High School football.  However, I believe there is a comparison that 
can help us.  Some Christians unwittingly regard Sunday morning as the sum total of 
the Christian life.  They fail to see that the Christian life is really lived seven days a 
week.  In addition, some relegate the mission of the church to Sunday morning.  They 
don’t view their daily life as an opportunity to be on mission for Christ.

	 Thinking of the Sunday gathering as a spiritual pep rally can help this 
misconception.  Why do we gather on the Lord’s Day?  One of the purposes is this — 



we need encouragement.  We need to be cheered up and cheered on to live for Christ.  
As we aim to live for Christ in a fallen world, discouragements and disappointments 
occur regularly.  News broadcasts, social media scrolling, conversations at work, and 
interactions with others often beckon us to back down from our devotion to Christ.  
The gathering of God’s people serves as a spiritual pep-rally for those who want to 
press on.  When we assemble together, the acts of fellowship, teaching, worship, and 
the like compel us to keep living faithfully for Christ.


EDIFICATION 
Let’s go back to the church at Ephesus.  Because of the differences between the Jews 
and Gentiles within that congregation, there was a lot of conflict.  Consequently, Paul 
spent a lot of time talking bout interpersonal relationships.  One can see the first half of 
his letter as dealing with Christian doctrine or beliefs.  The second half can be regarded 
as addressing Christian duties and behavior.  There was logic behind the structure of 
Paul’s letter.  He knew the church needed reformation in both its relationships to God 
and to one another.

	 In the second half of Ephesians, Paul talked a lot about relationships.  He said 
things like “…putting away lying, speak the truth, each one to his neighbor, because 
we are members of one another.  Be angry and do not sin.  Don’t let the sun go down 
on your anger, and don’t give the devil an opportunity” (Ephesians 4:25-27).  He also 
charged the church to “…walk in love, as Christ also loved us and gave himself for 
us…” (Ephesians 5:2).  In Ephesians 5:4, he warned, “Obscene and foolish talking or 
crude joking are not suitable, but rather giving of thanks.”

	 On top of such direct exhortations, Paul gave godly advice to different groups of 
people within the church.  Knowing that some marriages were in turmoil, he gave 
instruction to husbands and wives (Ephesians 5:22-33).  Children were the focus of his 
teaching in Ephesians 6:1-3, and fathers received advice in Ephesians 6:4.  The apostle 
also addressed first-century slaves in Ephesians 6:5-9.    There were a lot of strained 
relationships in Ephesus!


Spiritual Warfare 
Paul knew various relationships within the church were being threatened because of 
the schismatic beliefs within the church.  Consequently, he spent a good amount of 
time addressing such topics.  In doing so, however, he was quick to point out the real 
issue behind the scenes.  In Ephesians 6:10-20, he talked about the subject of spiritual 
warfare.  His intent in doing so was to reveal that Satan was the one driving the discord 
in Ephesus.

	 Paul’s readers needed to open their eyes to spiritual realities.  The issues at 
Ephesus were the result of the strategies of the spirt realm.  Instead of falling prey to 
the attacks of the enemy who loves to “steal, kill, and destroy” (John 10:10), the 
Ephesians needed to be wise to his tricks and tactics.  The entire congregation would 
have been well served by heeding Paul’s words in Ephesians 5:21.  There he 
encouraged an attitude of “submitting to one another in the fear of Christ” (Ephesians 
5:25).


Building Up And Blessing 



What was the remedy to the problems at Ephesus?  Paul gave a number of remedies 
and instructions.  Obviously, reflecting on and submitting to Christ was priority number 
one (Ephesians 5:2, 25).  However, there were some practical actions the Ephesians 
could take to alleviate the spirit of angst in the church.

	 In Ephesians 4:29, Paul said, “No foul language should come from your mouth, 
but only what is good for building up someone in need, so that it gives grace to those 
who hear.”  The word rendered “building up” was significant.  It pointed to a solution 
for all of the Ephesians’ problems.  Many were tearing others down.  When they 
gathered on the Lord’s Day, their focus was on finding fault with others.  Paul 
instructed the church to flip the script.  Instead of belittling others, they needed to 
bless and build others up.

	 The Greek word for “building up” was used elsewhere in the New Testament to 
speak of the structures associated with Herod’s Temple (Matthew 24:1).  In the first-
century world, the word often referenced large buildings.  The apostles employed the 
term in a spiritual sense, graphically depicting one of the core functions of the church.  
The church exists, in part, to build God’s people up.

	 Throughout the New Testament, such edification is seen as a hallmark of the 
gathering of God’s people.  Paul championed it as one of the main purposes of the 
church's meeting in 1 Corinthians 14:26.  He taught that believers were to use their 
spiritual gifts for such purpose (1 Corinthians 14:12).  He told the Romans: “Each one 
of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  For even Christ did not 
please himself” (Romans 15:2-3).

	 The problem at Ephesus hasn’t disappeared.  It seems many today forget that 
the church is a place for building other people up.  Sadly, many approach the Lord’s 
Day gathering with an eye on self.  Their preferences and perspectives are what matter 
most.  Paul revealed church is to function differently.  When God’s people gather, there 
is to be an eye on building up and blessing others.  Spiritual joy and encouragement 
will flow when everyone adopts such a mindset.

	 Paul himself was careful to personally keep maintaining such an approach to the 
body of Christ.  In one of his letters to the Corinthians, he said, “This is why I am 
writing these things while absent, so that when I am there I may not have to deal 
harshly with you, in keeping with the authority the Lord gave me for building up and not 
for tearing down”(2 Corinthians 13:10).   We should be careful to remember that this is 
one of the rewards of church membership — edification.  The world may tear us down, 
but the church exists to build us up!


ENLIGHTENMENT 
John’s letters were written to struggling churches within first-century Asia Minor.  
Congregations were being invaded by a false teaching that boasted of possessing a 
special, super-secret knowledge.  Ordinary believers were being made to feel second 
rate.  False teachers, now known as Gnostics, claimed a secret wisdom made them 
perfect.  They boasted of sinless perfectionism (1 John 1:8-10).  John wrote to 
encourage his readers.  They had no need to fear those who peddled spurious 
doctrines (1 John 4:18).

	 Christians in Asia Minor didn’t need to be insecure.  Because of Christ, they had 
all the knowledge they needed.  John remarked on these realities in 1 John 2:27.  He 



said, “As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you don’t 
need anyone to teach you. Instead, his anointing teaches you about all things and is 
true and is not a lie; just as it has taught you, remain in him.”  Some interpret John’s 
words as giving a wholesale dismissal of the need for teaching in the church.  That was 
not John’s point.  

	 The apostle was not against all teaching; he was only against the teaching of 
heretics.  His point for his readers was simple.  They didn’t need to listen to the false 
teachers in their midst, because they had an inward teacher.  He referenced this 
teacher by speaking of an “anointing.”

	 The Greek word for “anointing” was only used one other time in the New 
Testament.  The other use of the term appeared a few verses earlier in John’s letter.  In 
1 John 2:20, the apostle said, “You have an anointing from the Holy One.”  What was 
the “anointing” of which John spoke?  

	 The apostle’s terminology was used literally in the ancient world to speak of 
something that was spread upon the surface of another thing.  It was commonly used 
in reference to ointments, oils, and perfumes.  In the Old Testament system, it was 
used in regard to the Holy Spirit.  It thus depicts one being appointed or empowered 
for a special task (Exodus 29:7 and Daniel 9:26).  

	 As used by John, the word depicted the empowering presence of God’s Spirit in 
the lives of believers.  His readers didn’t need to listen to the teaching of the Gnostics, 
because they had the teaching of the Holy Spirit.  

	 John knew what Jesus had taught about the Spirit.  In foretelling of the Spirit’s 
coming, Jesus had said, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the 
truth…” (John 14:13).  According to Jesus, the Third Person of the Trinity revealed the 
true truth of God’s Word to the apostles.  That same Spirit dwelled within the hearts of 
John’s readers (1 John 5:6).  Consequently, believers in Asia Minor did not need to 
listen to false teachers.  By focusing on the Spirit-delivered teaching of the apostles, 
and by relying on the Spirit’s leadership in their own souls, they could detect error and 
discover truth.

	 All of this leads us to a reward of church membership.  The church is “the pillar 
and foundation of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15).  It is the guardian and proclaimer of the 
truth given to the apostles.  Its membership is inhabited by “the Spirit of truth” (John 
14:17; 15:26; 16:13).  Though the world seems to drown in confusion and lies, the 
church is a bastion and bulwark of truth. 

	 Because of all of these things, the church has a way of exposing people to 
God’s realities.  It provides people with divine enlightenment.  When one interacts with 
the church, one is exposed to God’s Word, and receives insight and instruction.  The 
Spirit of God revealed God’s truth to the apostles and it has gifted some to teach God’s 
truth (Romans 12:7).  Therefore, the gathering of the body is an opportunity for people 
to be enlightened in regard to the ways and Word of God.  Paul told the church at 
Colossae, “Let the word of Christ dwell richly among you, in all wisdom teaching and 
admonishing one another through psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing to God 
with gratitude in your hearts” (Colossians 3:16).  Teaching and instruction, along with 
the enlightenment such things bring, is one of the wonderful rewards of church 
membership.




ETERNAL REWARD 
As we consider a final reward of church membership, it is necessary to look to the end 
of time.  When Jesus was on earth, He frequently spoke of the rewards that await His 
children.  He implemented a teaching device known as a parable to speak of this topic 
in Luke 16:1-13.  In Matthew’s gospel, He said, “Blessed is that servant whom the 
master finds doing his job when he comes.  Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of 
all his possessions” (Matthew 24:46-47).  

	 Jesus’ parables concerning rewards were often directed toward Jewish leaders 
who rejected His teaching.  The self-righteous religionists were guaranteed of stricter 
judgment at the culmination of all things.  However, Jesus’ teaching on judgment was 
also directed toward His disciples.  He promised eternal rewards for those who served 
Him faithfully.   In Matthew 10:42, He said, “…whoever gives even a cup of cold water 
to one of these little ones because he is a disciple, truly I tell you, he will never lose his 
reward.”  

	 The Twelve were often desirous of rewards from Jesus.  In fact, one could argue 
that money was Judas’ entire reason for following the Lord.  When He realized that he 
wasn’t going to get rich through the new movement, he betrayed Jesus.  The man’s 
betrayal took place immediately after he and the other disciples witnessed a woman 
pour expensive ointment over their Master (Matthew 26:6-8).  In their greed, the 
disciples felt it would have been better to sell the expensive ointment for a profit 
(Matthew 26:9).  When our Lord rebuked them (Matthew 26:10-13), reality set in for 
Judas.  He realized he would never get rich off of following Jesus, so he got what he 
could while he could.  He sold Jesus out for thirty pieces of silver  (Matthew 26:14-15).

	 Judas’ problem rested in his love of money.  But it also rested in his 
misunderstanding of true rewards.  He lived by a skewed value system, looking for a 
payout on earth.  If He would have perceived the meaning of Jesus’ teaching, he would 
have looked at things differently.  In the famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, 
“Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal” 
(Matthew 6:19-20).

	 According to Jesus, disciples can invest in eternity.  By living for the Kingdom of 
God in the here and now, they can lay up treasures for the hereafter.  Paul knew of 
Jesus’ teaching on this matter.  Consequently, he frequently reminded churches of the 
concept of rewards (1 Corinthians 9:25; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Timothy 4:8).  

	 The words of both Jesus and Paul have meaning for our involvement in the local 
church.  Eternal rewards are a reward of church membership.  Those who serve 
faithfully for the message and ministry of Christ are guaranteed of everlasting gains in 
the next life.  Paul said, “…each one’s work will become obvious. For the day will 
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire; the fire will test the quality of each one’s 
work.  If anyone’s work that he has built survives, he will receive a reward” (1 
Corinthians 3:13-14).  Know that your investment in the body of Christ is not in vain.  
Serving, giving, working, teaching, and the like all secure heavenly reward.  We don’t 
know what all is involved with such rewards, but we do know that eternity will make our 
gospel efforts worth it.  Get involved in a local church and serve from as pure as 
motives possible.  Perhaps, one day you will be blessed to hear, “Well done, good and 



faithful servant! You were faithful over a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Share your master’s joy” (Matthew 25:21).


	 



